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New Lab Technique Permits 
Study of Undecalcified Bones
Inside this Issue
by Rena M. Leake
A new microtome/ultramiller in the veterinary biosciences his­
tology laboratory at the University 
of Illinois College ofVeterinaiy Medi­
cine at Urbana has made it possible 
for researchers there to study un­
decalcified bones and whole large 
joints, according to Dr. Jo Ann 
Eurell, assistant professor of vet­
erinary biosciences at the college.
According to Dr. Eurell and Di­
ane Sterchi, a research specialist 
who is the primary user of the new 
equipment, it is one of only a few of 
its kind in the nation. It is so unique, 
in fact, that many of its applications 
and the techniques used with it 
were developed at the UI.
The equipment was purchased in 
November of 1987 at a cost of over 
$51,000. The money for this equip­
ment was partially funded by a re­
search grant from outside the uni­
versity and the college research 
board funded the remaining 
amount.
Before obtaining the new mi­
crotome/ultramiller, the lab could 
only make slides of small samples, 
and the bone had to be decalcified 
because it would otherwise frag­
ment during cutting. With slides 
prepared on the new machine, it is 
possible to study both mineralized 
and unmineralized areas of bone. 
In addition, very large sections of 
decalcified bone can be cut.
With the recently developed and 
soon-to-be-published tissue proc­
essing and staining techniques de­
veloped for use with the equipment, 
undecalcified blocks of tissue em­
bedded in plastic do not need to be 
sliced as thin as samples for tradi­
tional slides.
“A unique method of staining only 
the top 2 - 4 micrometers of the sec­
tion, along with the use of opaque 
slides for mounting them, allows us 
to study sections which are 800 mi­
crometers thick,” says Dr. Eurell. 
She explains that the opaque slide 
material defracts the light in such a 
way that only the top stained por­
tion of the sample is in focus under 
a microscope.
The milling capability of the new 
machine also allows a stained layer 
to be milled off and a new stain 
applied so that the researcher can 
look at deeper layers of the same 
sample.
“We are working on developing 
more stains to use with it,” says 
Sterchi.
Besides using the new equipment 
for her own research on the verte­
bral column, Dr. Eurell says sev­
eral other projects at the college are 
making use of the microtome/ul­
tramiller. For example, two veteri­
narians studying the effect of en­
dotoxins in pig bone are ordering 
histologic slides of whole pig snouts. 
Another veterinarian working with 
bone grafting is using fluorescent 
compounds which deposit in bone
to detect changes in bone formation 
at the graft site, a process which 
can only be done with undecalcified 
bone samples.
The veterinary histology labora­
tory is also working with the col­
lege’s diagnostic lab to prepare 
samples which require special bone 
techniques for referring veterinari-
Above: The new microtome/ultramiller 
pictured here is one of only a few of its 
kind in the nation. Left: This slide of a 
sheep knee was prepared on the new 
equipment.
ans from around the state.
The lab is accepting outside work 
as well. One of the more unusual 
outside projects using the new 
equipment has been the prepara­
tion of samples of a penguin spine 
submitted by Sea World in Florida.
Sterchi, who has demonstrated 
and made various presentations 
about the new technique, claims 
that outside work is welcome. ‘The 
lab staff will be happy to assist 
anyone who has special needs for 
slides o f bone and cartilage 
samples,” she says. ■
Minority Apprenticeship 
Program Sponsored Again
THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS College ofVeterinaiy Medicine participated 
in the Minority High School Apprenticeship Program sponsored and funded 
by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) once again this past summer. The 
program takes place jointly with the College of Agriculture.
The program at the College ofVeterinaiy Medicine provides minority high 
school students with a meaningful experience in various aspects of health- 
related research in order to stimulate their interest in careers in science. A 
total of 25 students participated in this year’s apprenticeship program 
involving different aspects of agricultural science.
Those students who completed 6-week apprenticeships at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine this year were: Calvin Beecher, working with Dr. Mark 
Kuhlenschmidt; Eugene Dudley, working with Dr. Gerald McLaughlin; Janet 
Martinez, working with Dr. Deoki Tripathy; Trina Sterchi, working with Dr. 
Tom Eurell; and Taija Woods-Crenshaw, working with Dr. Jonathan Fore­
man. ■
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Dean's Corner
by Dr. Robert A. Twardock
THIS IS MY first attempt at the 
Dean’s Column and I wish to ex­
press gratitude to Dick and Carol 
Dierks from the faculty, staff, and 
students of the College for 13 ex­
ceptional years of service to the 
state, the profession, and the insti­
tution. Elsewhere in this issue of 
Veterinary Report, you will find a 
story on the College’s appreciation 
brunch early in June. We all feel a 
loss in their departure, but we also 
enjoyed a greater sense of collegial- 
ity as we gathered to send them off 
to Florida.
The search for our new dean is 
making good progress as we have 
recently concluded the first round 
of interviews with several candi­
dates over a three-month period of 
time. We are expecting return visits
is exciting to 
see the positions of 
responsibility that 
our graduates are 
assuming all across 
the country.99
by a shorter list of these candidates 
shortly after the start of classes.
Selfishly, I am hoping for the 
near-term success of the search 
committee so that I can return full 
time to my academic interests in 
nuclear medicine. In the meantime, 
I am trying to learn about the “act­
ing” deanship. I once had a part in 
a high school play, but that does 
not seem to be the right kind of 
experience for this job! Seriously, 
things are going well in the College 
and the transition will be smooth,
without effect on the day-to-day 
research, teaching, and service of 
faculty and staff.
Dr. Small and Terry Rathgeber 
returned from Orlando with reports 
of another excellent turnout of Illini 
at the alumni reception on Tuesday 
night. Nearly 150 people were on 
hand with many classes repre­
sented. These Illini functions are 
growing by leaps and bounds, and 
it is exciting to see the positions of 
responsibility that our graduates 
are assuming all across the coun­
try. We will have our third reception 
at Eastern States in Orlando in 
January, have a tentative event 
scheduled for the first time at 
Western States next February, and 
hope you will remember to visit us 
at the AVMA in San Antonio next 
July.
Please take special note of the 
Fall Conference dates — October 5 
and 6. Dr. Biehl and the continuing 
education/extension faculty are 
planning an excellent program. I 
hope we will see you back in Cham- 
paign-Urbana for continuing edu­
cation and camaraderie with col­
leagues, faculty, and students. We 
have always had a block of tickets 
for the Saturday game, and this 
year’s game with Ohio State will be 
no exception. The new thing that we 
are excited about is the Saturday 
morning tent party that Terry and 
Erv are planning with student and 
faculty help. If you are staying over 
or coming in especially for the game, 
we will have a chance to get to­
gether and fire up for a victory over 
the Buckeyes. This will be one of 
two tent parties this fall — the other 
being prior to the Utah State game 
for our Deans Club members, whose 
support is so vital to the continued 
development of the College.
One final thought and that is that 
July brought especially good news 
for the University of Illinois and the 
College of Veterinary Medicine, and 
for that matter, all of education in 
Illinois in the form of improved 
funding for education. This effort 
will help us maintain our competi­
tive position in recruiting and re­
taining good faculty. Thanks to each 
and every one of you who helped 
make this possible. We appreciate 
your continued strong support very 
much. ■
Dierks
Farewell
Brunch
V-/n June 4th, approximately 
130 people attended a brunch 
honoring Dr. and Mrs. Dierks 
at the University Inn, 
Champaign. The program 
was a marvelous mix of 
seriousness and humor, as 
individuals representing the 
ISVMA, alumni, and college 
faculty, staff and students 
addressed those gathered. 
Doris Brown’s Mouseketeer 
salute to Carol Dierks 
brought the house down. The 
Dierkses were presented with 
a University of Illinois chair 
and a portrait of themselves. 
The remainder of the gift 
funds were placed into the 
newly-renamed R.E. Dierks 
Veterinary Alumni 
Endowment Scholarship 
Fund in recognition of the 
Dean’s efforts to increase 
scholarship and loan funds 
for our students. ■
Abbott Gets Beckman Award
DR. LOUISE ABBOTT, assistant professor in veterinary 
biosciences, has been selected as a recipient of an Arnold 
O. Beckman Research Award for her project entitled 
“Analysis of CNS Neurotransmitter Dynamics in Geneti­
cally Epileptic (tg/tg) Mice”. Projects are selected on the 
basis of special distinction, special promise, or special 
resource value. Very few individuals from veterinary 
medicine have earned this honor in the past.
The Beckman endowment fund, established in 1980 by 
alumnus Arnold O. Beckman and his wife Mabel, supports talented Univer­
sity of Illinois faculty members with funding needed to enable them to work 
on their research.
Dr. Abbott is trying to determine one of the underlying mechanisms of hu­
man epilepsy. One out of 100 persons in the U.S. have some form of epilepsy.
Using special mice that have spontaneous epileptic seizures as models for 
human epilepsy, Dr. Abbott is looking at brain neurotransmitter levels in 
epileptic versus non-epileptic mice. Currently, researchers are not sure what 
increased or decreased levels of neurotransmitters in the brain mean. Is the 
variation from normal a cause or an effect? If the answer to this question can 
be determined, it may be possible to develop a preventive therapy using drugs 
that compensate for the different chemical levels. ■
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September 23, 1989
Second Annual Deans Club 
Tent Party. Prior to 
Utah State football game. 
October 5-6, 1989 
Fall Conference for 
Veterinarians, Urbana, Illinois, 
If you haven’t received your 
Fall Conference program and 
registration form, please call the 
CE-PS Office at 217/333-2907. 
October 7, 1989 
Tent Party prior to Ohio State 
football game. Purchase your 
tickets via the order form 
in the Fall Conference 
registration packet.
Dates to Remember
January 15, 1990
Alumni Reception,
Eastern States 
Veterinary Conference,
Orlando, Florida.
February 2-4, 1990
Illinois State Veterinary Medical 
Association Annual Convention, 
Ramada Renaissance Hotel, 
Springfield, Illinois
February 19, 1990
Alumni Reception,
Western States 
Veterinary Conference,
7 p.m.,
Las Vegas, Nevada.
Corrections
•  In the last issue of Veterinary 
Report (Vol. 13, No. 2, p. 2), we 
neglected to credit Charles 
Mercer, university photographer, 
for the photos of Dean and Mrs. 
Dierks at the Chancellor's 
reception.
•  Despite our best efforts, an 
error was made in the listing of 
Veterinary supporters in the last 
issue of Veterinary Report.
Gifts at the President's Council 
Level: Dr. Ernest Boone,
Lisle, IL.
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New
Faculty
Dr. Cathy Lee Greenfield is an as­
sistant professor of small animal 
surgery in veterinary clinical medi­
cine. After earning her DVM from 
the University o f Florida, 
Gainesville, in 1983, Dr. Greenfield 
served a small animal internship at 
North Carolina State University, 
Raleigh. She completed a residency 
in small animal surgery in 1987 at 
Michigan State University, East 
Lansing, where she also earned an 
MS in veterinary clinical science. 
Dr. Greenfield then spent almost a 
year as a staff veterinary and surgi­
cal consultant at Henry Ford Hos­
pital in Detroit, Michigan, before 
becoming assistant professor of soft 
tissue surgery at Michigan State 
University.
Dr. Greenfield’s research proj­
ects have included the use of a neu­
romuscular pedicle graft for cor­
rection of experimentally induced 
laryngeal paralysis in the dog and 
significance o f the Heineke- 
Milkulice pyloroplasty in the treat­
ment of gastric dilatation volvulus 
(GDV) syndrome. She has co-au­
thored several publications on these 
topics and plans to do further study 
of regulation of gastric emptying 
and motility in dogs and its rela­
tionship to GDV.
Dr. Yvette Johnson is a visiting 
assistant to the dean for minority 
affairs in the Student Affairs Office. 
She received her DVM from the 
University of Illinois this past spring. 
During veterinary school, Dr. 
Johnson served as a graduate ad­
viser for the UI dean of students, 
providing counseling, support, and 
referral services for special admit 
freshman and students on aca­
demic probation. She also was active 
with the Leadership Council for 
Metropolitan Open Communities in 
Chicago, with the University of Illi­
nois Project Upward Bound, and as 
veterinary liaison to the Minority 
Organization for Pre-Health Stu­
dents.
Dr. Johnson is responsible for
Pictured here are Dr. Gavin Meerdink and Dr. Yvette Johnson, photos of other new 
faculty members were not available at press time.
coordinating outreach and reten­
tion efforts for minority students at 
the veterinary college. Outreach 
efforts include educating students 
about career opportunities and 
application procedures.
Dr. Carl Jones is an assistant pro­
fessor in veterinary pathobiology. 
He received his MS in veterinary 
and medical entomology in 1979 
and PhD in the same subject in 
1982, both from the University of 
Wyoming. While at Wyoming he was 
a graduate research assistant, 
studying mosquito and other live­
stock pests. Before entering gradu­
ate school, Dr. Jones had been an 
experimentalist and research sup­
port specialist at Cornell Univer­
sity, where he studied livestock 
pests and their role in disease trans­
mission.
Beginning in 1982, Dr. Jones 
spent four years based at the In­
sects Affecting Man and Animals 
Research Laboratory in Gainesville, 
Florida, first as a research associ­
ate then as an entomologist. But 
his most recent position has been 
as biological administrator of the 
State of Florida Health and Reha­
bilitative Services, where he served 
as research program director, bio­
logical control studies. There, he 
was responsible for overseeing all 
laboratory operations as well as 
field studies and cooperative pro­
grams for biological control of mos­
quitoes.
Dr. Jones has extensive teaching 
and presentation experience and 
has authored a long list of publica­
tions on insect-related diseases.
Dr. Richard Isaacson, who received 
his undergraduate degree in zool­
ogy as well as an MS and PhD in 
microbiology all from the University 
of Illinois, returns to his alma mater 
as an associate professor of veteri­
nary pathobiology. He served as 
microbiologist for the National Ani­
mal Disease Center from 1974 to 
1978, researching the pathogene­
sis of enteric infections and diarrheal 
disease of newborn calves. He then 
became an assistant professor at 
the University of Michigan School 
of Public Health, during which time 
he also worked for the university’s 
Center for Molecular Genetics. His 
most recent position was with Pfizer 
Central Research, first as project 
leader, then as manager of the De­
partment of Immunology and Infec­
tious Diseases.
Dr. Isaacson has served as a con­
sultant for several large commer­
cial laboratories and authored or 
co-authored numerous publica­
tions. He also developed EcoBac — 
the first federally licensed, geneti­
cally engineered subunit vaccine in 
the United Stated used to prevent 
enterotoxigenic E. coli diarrhea in 
neonatal swine, lambs, and cattle.
Dr. Gavin Meerdink became a clini­
cal professor of toxicology in veteri­
nary biosciences effective July 1. A 
1970 graduate of Iowa State Uni­
versity College of Veterinary Medi­
cine, Dr. Meerdink is a Diplomate 
of the American Board of Veteri­
nary Toxicologists. He practiced for 
three years after earning his DVM, 
then accepted a position at Iowa 
State University, where he moved 
up the ranks to become assistant 
professor of clinical diagnostic 
toxicology.
In 1979, he took a position at 
Michigan State University’s Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine at East 
Lansing, where his responsibilities 
were divided among the Animal 
Health Diagnostic Laboratory, 
Large Animal Clinical Sciences, and 
Cooperative Extension Service.
Since 1983, Dr. Meerdink has 
been with the University of Arizona 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
in Tucson, where he was Chief Di­
agnostician and Research Scien­
tist. During his tenure, the labora­
tory had a 300 percent increase in 
cases and performed the toxicology 
analyses and interpretation for 
three other diagnostic laboratories.
Dr. Meerdink has held offices in 
numerous veterinary organizations, 
and published a vast array of book 
chapters, journal articles, and re­
search reports. He has also been a 
popular speaker at veterinary con­
ferences throughout the country.
Dr. Robert Murnane has been 
named assistant professor of vet­
erinary pathobiology. Dr. Murnane 
received his DVM from the Univer­
sity of California at Davis in 1985, 
then went on to earn a PhD in 
veterinary science from Washing­
ton State University, Pullman, this 
year.
While at the University of Cali­
fornia, he served as a research as­
sistant in the Department of Vet­
erinary Anatomy. He was a teach­
ing associate in the Department of 
Veterinary Microbiology and Pa­
thology at Washington State, where 
he combined a pathology residency 
with his PhD training. His major 
interests are in herd health and 
wildlife and exotic species.
Dr. Murnane has made several 
major presentations on Lysosomal 
Storage Disease of Sheep and has 
authored numerous manuscripts 
and abstracts. ■
German Exchange Students 
Enjoy Veterinary Experience
by Tania Banak
S triving for a unique externship experience, three West German 
veterinary students chose to try the 
United States. Overcoming the 
language barrier (diseases and tech­
nical terms don’t translate directly), 
Kurt Richert of Giessen, and Petra 
Boettcher and Anja Pfeiffer of Han­
nover, spent part of their summer 
at the University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine, observing 
clinical procedures and learning 
about common animal health prob­
lems in the States.
Says Anja, “Illinois was the only 
one of many American veterinary 
schools that we wrote to that was
willing to have us come to stay. Dr. 
Small even arranged for us to stay 
in the OTS house. Everyone has 
been so kind.”
It took about three weeks for them 
to get fully accustomed to veteri­
nary terminology. Some problems 
that occur in the U.S. are nonexist­
ent or rare in Germany, including 
canine heartworm, many fungal 
diseases, and cancer-eye in heifers.
Though they were slightly disap­
pointed that they didn’t get more of 
a chance to perform actual proce­
dures during their stay, all three 
said they were used to observing. 
With 1200 new students accepted
into West Germany’s four veteri­
nary schools each year, practical 
experience is at a premium.
It would have been hard to turn 
them loose on cases since protocols 
for treatments or drugs may vary. 
On the other hand, Anja praised the 
students she had worked with for 
their patience and willingness to 
explain things to her.
The worst thing about their stay? 
“The bread!” Kurt piped up em­
phatically. Coming from a German 
who is used to hearty, dense loaves, 
that’s probably not surprising. If
Petra Boettcher (left) and Anja 
Pfeiffer, students from West 
Germany who served an 
externship at Illinois, palpate 
a cow during a farm visit.
that’s the worst thing about their 
stay, the concensus holds that they 
had a good visit.
They returned to a German vet­
erinary education system that is 
different from our own: after a five- 
year, state-supported training pe­
riod, graduates can practice veteri­
nary medicine. But to earn the 
respected title of “Doktor”, they must 
compete for research positions fol­
lowing veterinary school, perform 
research (which may last 2-3 years) 
and then write a dissertation and 
hope the title is granted. ■
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IFAMS Program 
Addresses Need for 
Post Graduate Study
fTTi Geiger in Midst
of IFAMS Training
“A YEAR AGO, I didn’t own a computer; I didn’t even 
know how to turn one on. Now, I’ve designed and 
implemented a computer program for a major seedstock company,” 
says Dr. Jerome Geiger.
That’s just one example of the experience Geiger has received as a 
participant in the Integrated Food Animal Management System (IFAMS) 
Program through the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medi­
cine at Urbana. At press-time, Geiger was halfway through the 18 
month program. He is very enthusiastic about its success.
A 1980 UI graduate, Geiger spent eight years in food animal 
practices in Carthage, Illinois, and Veedersburg, Indiana, before enter­
ing the IFAMS program. He has completed the initial coursework, 
where he learned management, economic analysis, communications, 
and computer skills that he had no contact with in veterinary school. 
Now, he is in the midst of field training that will last through October.
“The host company changes every three to four weeks,” Geiger ex­
plains. “The program involves a lot of travelling.” During his field study, 
he will work with a variety of hosts including a major drug company in 
Pennsylvania, a corporate production unit in North Carolina, “mentor 
practices” in Illinois and Minnesota, a nationwide seedstock company, 
and a Chicago marketing firm. Geiger also has spent time on campus 
with Dr. David Bane, giving lectures to the swine interest group on his 
experiences and how they apply to veterinary teachings, before head­
ing out for more field work.
“At field sites such as the mentor practice,” Dr. Geiger says, “you 
have the opportunity to observe the practitioner’s approach to produc­
tion medicine and management. But you also work on specific prob­
lems, gathering information and writing up a report of your answers 
before you leave in a few weeks. These problems deal with issues more 
on a management level. They allow you to integrate veterinary knowl­
edge with computer skills and analysis.”
At one of his host sites, The Pig Improvement Company (PIC), Gei­
ger was assigned a computer project in which he designed and imple­
mented a computer program that took various data the company 
already had and “put it into a package they could use.” The program 
involved developing a system in which health reports and summaries 
could be filed so that they could be easily retrieved by company staff 
after Geiger left.
“I had to make sure everyone knew how to use it,” he says. ‘That 
allowed me to get involved not only with the veterinarians that record 
the data, but also with the people who were going to be inputting the 
information and those who were going to have to analyze it.” Commu­
nication or “people skills” such as these are a special interest of 
Geiger’s. “It was challenging because it focused on interpersonal 
relationships,” he says.
“IFAMS provides a lot of experience not available on campus. It gives 
participants a different perspective,” says Geiger. When asked how he 
plans to use this special training after completing the program, he 
says, “I don’t know and I don’t care to know — yet. The reason for that 
is, each day, I see new applications, and I’m only halfway through the 
program! If I start thinking, ‘this is what I want to do,’ I’ll start tunneling 
my vision. I don’t want to limit myself or the program.”
The flexibility of the program is something Geiger sees as one of its 
strong points.
“It’s so flexible, participants can have their own goals, whether that 
means focusing on generating data, using data, or computer and com­
munication skills. I think it speaks well of the program that we (the 
participants) come out a very diversified group. We won’t fit into any 
mold...at least I hope not.”
Geiger continues, “I believe that IFAMS is exactly what food animal 
practitioners need for the 1990s and 21 st century. If I had written down 
what skills I’ll need for the future, it would exactly match the IFAMS 
curriculum.” ■
by Rena M. Leake
A ll decisions made in regard to animal health and disease in 
the field of food animal agriculture 
have a significant economic impact. 
Several years ago, therefore, staff 
members of the UI College of Veteri­
nary Medicine began to feel that 
veterinarians serving the food ani­
mal industry needed the back­
ground and expertise to provide a 
broad management consultation — 
an area not covered by the existing 
veterinary curriculum. And, they 
believed, the focus must be on the 
herd or group rather than the indi­
vidual animal.
The idea of a program to train 
food animal veterinarians to serve 
as management consultants to 
producers or industrial clients (pri­
marily for swine) came out of a se­
ries of discussions between Dr. 
William Wagner, head of the veteri­
nary biosciences department, Dr. 
Gregg BeVier, at that time a visiting 
assistant professor, and former 
Dean Richard Dierks.
Industry representatives were 
strong supporters and confirmed 
the need for such a program at a 
meeting in Chicago in the fall of 
1985.
“We had hoped that the other vet­
erinary schools would join in and 
support a combined effort on the
In July of 1987, the 
first trainees entered 
the new program, 
with Dr. BeVier as 
Field Coordinator. 
Thus IFAMS — the 
“Integrated Food 
Animal Management 
Systems” Program — 
was born.
project, offering to share responsi­
bilities and resources,” says Dr. 
Wagner. “But we weren’t able to 
find a way to mesh efforts.”
Still recognizing the value of such 
a program, the University of Illinois 
proceeded with plans anyway. A 
group of UI staff, producers, and 
industry representatives met in the 
spring of 1986 to discuss what the 
new program would be.
“We wanted to start that sum­
mer,” says Dr. Wagner. “But we got 
lots of good feedback at that meet­
ing, and found that we weren’t ready 
yet. So we took all the suggestions 
into consideration and spent the 
next year working out field study 
possibilities. Dean Dierks spent 
some time visiting other schools 
with similar programs to determine 
how ours should be organized.”
In July of 1987, the first trainees 
entered the new program, with Dr. 
BeVier as Field Coordinator. Thus
IFAMS — the “Integrated Food Ani­
mal Management Systems” Program 
— was bom.
The program lasts 18 months 
and begins with a summer session 
and fall semester of coursework in 
computer technology, epidemiologic 
investigations, business analysis, 
nutrition and environment analy­
sis, marketing, management skills, 
and communications skills.
“The Agricultural Economics 
Department at the university has 
been particularly supportive of the 
program,” Dr. Wagner points out. 
“Mike Hudson taught the first 
summer courses, which were the 
only new courses created exclu­
sively for this program. Epidemiol­
ogy also developed a new course 
used in the program, but it is open 
to other students as well.”
Following the coursework sec­
tion of the program, field sessions 
take place at various sites from 
January through October.
According to Dr. Wagner, most 
field sites give the trainees a spe­
cific management problem to 
handle. This may mean finding 
possible management causes of 
disease, studying the quality of 
facilities or feed and its impact on 
animal productivity, or analyzing 
economic losses resulting from a 
specific disease and the cost of 
prevention or treatment for that 
specific disease.
Trainees conclude the program 
at the University from October 
through December of the second 
year. During that time, the candi­
dates present cases assembled 
during the field training in desig­
nated seminars and present cases 
to the senior food animal elective 
course.
Enrollment in the program has 
been limited to two candidates per 
class. Applicants must meet grade 
point requirements and have at least 
two years of practical experience. 
Upon completion of the program, 
trainees earn a Master of Science 
degree.
As graduate students, trainees in 
the IFAMS program receive a sti­
pend plus a tuition and fee waiver. 
The program is financed primarily 
through disposable funds approved 
by Dean Dierks and Dr. Wagner.
Financial support from indus­
trial units has also been very posi­
tive. Smith-Kline Pharmaceuticals 
has agreed to make a significant 
annual contribution for funding one 
trainee, and the Pig Improvement 
Company (PIC) contributes the use 
of electronic mail, which allows all 
participants to communicate by 
computer, no matter what stage of 
the program they are in or where 
they are currently stationed.
In addition, all of the field train­
ing sites provide support, ranging 
from housing and some meals to 
use of company vehicles and travel 
expenses for trainees while they are 
working at the site.
“Besides their annual contribu­
tion to the overall program, Smith-
Kline also provides all expenses for 
trainees at their site including travel, 
and Continental Grain donates the 
cost of two week-long training pro­
grams plus a hotel and all meals 
during that time,” Dr. Wagner 
states. They do this in return for 
work done by the trainees, but more 
importantly, because they feel it is 
a worthwhile program that they 
want to support.”
In response to input from in­
structors and the first graduates, 
administrators are considering 
lengthening the program to 24 
months. Participants have found 
that they need more statistics edu­
cation as background for the epi­
demiology course and more expo­
sure to strategic planning. A need 
for greater exposure to aspects of 
feeding and nutrition has also been 
identified. Extending the program 
would allow for this extra study.
There has also been mention of 
adding some aspects of the IFAMS 
program to the regular veterinary 
curriculum.
“How much we add, if any, de­
pends on the strategic planning for 
the entire college,” Dr. Wagner 
explains. “However, IFAMS train­
ees are currently being used as 
speakers and consultants in some 
regular classes, so we’ve already 
begun to get the philosophy of the 
program into the regular curricu­
lum.”
Dr. David Bane, who has partici­
pated in the interviews of candi­
dates for the past two years, is an 
important link in spreading the 
impact of this program to the pro­
fessional students. Dr. LeRoy Biehl 
has incorporated aspects of the 
IFAMS training into his swine 
continuing education program, as 
well. ■
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D Vi M/Lb  W  Degree Student Participates in
Program Proposed DVM/Law Degree Program
GREGG SCOGGINS may be the first graduate of the formal combined 
DVM/Law degree program when it is approved. He has completed the 
first three years of veterinary medicine and one and a half years of law 
school under the proposed combined program. Another student, 
Carolyn Kluka, has finished her veterinaiy medicine studies and will 
probably finish her law degree before the program is in place.
Scoggins was the one who suggested that a formal DVM/Law 
program be established. He assisted Dr. Lloyd Helper in coming up with 
a proposal by putting together a potential six-year schedule of study 
that would result in completion of requirements for both degrees (See 
accompanying chart).
“My goal is to practice law as a profession,” Scoggins says. “But I like 
variety. I couldn’t funnel myself into one area. I enjoyed law school 
enough last year that I considered dropping out of the last two years of 
veterinary medicine. But I knew that 15 years down the road, I’d regret 
it. I want both degrees.”
Scoggins lists working with the FDA or AVMA as potential careers 
that would utilize both degrees. Because of his special interest in 
equine law, Scoggins believes there may be a place for him to work with 
horse show and breed associations as well as state racing boards or 
commissions.
Eventually, Scoggins may consider using his combined degree to 
provide consultation services to veterinaiy practitioners, including 
contract and risk management counsel. ■
by Rena M. Leake
A n intense interest in both vet­erinary medicine and law has 
been the primary factor in influenc­
ing some students at the University 
of Illinois to work toward degrees in 
both fields. And these students have 
been the primary factor in influenc­
ing the College of Veterinary Medi­
cine and College of Law to develop a 
formal combined DVM/Law degree 
program at the university (also see 
related story).
The proposed program would 
allow students to obtain both a 
Doctor ofVeterinary Medicine (DVM) 
and Juris Doctor (JD) degree in six 
years, being enrolled in both curric­
ula concurrently. Acquiring the de­
grees consecutively takes seven 
years.
‘There are two major disadvan­
tages to not having a formal com­
bined degree program,” says Dr. 
Lloyd C. Helper, Associate Dean of 
Academic Affairs and coordinator 
of the proposed program for the 
College ofVeterinary Medicine. “One 
is that you can’t be enrolled in both 
colleges at the same time now. You 
have to drop in and out of each cur­
riculum. In the law school, that 
means you have to withdraw and 
re-apply for admission if you switch 
back and forth between programs.” 
Dr. Helper continues, ‘The sec­
ond disadvantage is that there can’t 
be joint credit with separate pro­
grams. There are certain courses 
(electives) that could overlap.”
If approved, the new combined 
degree program will allow a limited 
number of courses (up to 12 hours) 
in each school to fulfill the elective 
requirements of the other school. 
However, the grades and credit
hours used as electives for the other 
college will not be used in comput­
ing the grade-point average appli­
cable to that degree.
According to Dr. Helper, students 
interested in the combined pro­
gram must meet the admission re­
quirements of each individual pro­
gram and be accepted for admis­
sion into each individual program. 
Students must also gain approval 
of the CVM Scholastic Petitions 
Committee to enroll in the joint 
program.
The combined program will allow 
students to apply for admission to 
both colleges concurrently. But 
participants will not be enrolled in 
courses at both colleges during the 
same semester.
‘The exact curriculum can be 
tailored to the individual student,” 
Dr. Helper explains. See the ac­
companying chart for a sample 
curriculum.
As far as predicting what a com­
bined DVM/Law Degree will be used 
for, Dr. Helper says there are sev­
eral possibilities.
“With the increasing complexity 
in environmental health issues and 
comparative medicine, an attorney 
with knowledge in veterinary medi­
cine might find a good position in 
government service,” he says. 
“Another possibility is a position 
defending (or prosecuting) medical 
people in malpractice cases.”
Dr. Helper says a graduate with 
the combined degree might also 
serve on the Judicial Council for 
the AVMA, but he emphasizes that 
this is a volunteer job. “Most of the 
students I know are just very inter­
ested in both areas,” he says.
Combined degrees are not un­
common among professional 
schools. Dr. Helper says he knows 
several practicing veterinarians who 
have combined degrees, and the 
Law School already has other com­
bined programs. The College of 
Veterinary Medicine is also devel­
oping a DVM/PhD program that 
has been approved at the campus 
level.
“We’re going to try to promote the 
PhD program because we can use
PhD expertise in many areas of 
veterinaiy medicine,” Dr. Helper 
states. Th e DVM/Law degree pro­
gram is being developed primarily 
due to student interest. But that’s 
another advantage of having a for­
mal program — it makes it visible.” 
The combined DVM/Law degree 
program has been approved by the 
faculty of the College of Veterinary 
Medicine and the College of Law. 
The combined program has been 
forwarded for campus approval. ■
Year Fall Spring Summer
1 Vet.Med. 1 Vet.Med. 1 Vacation
2 Vet.Med. 2 Vet.Med. 2 Vacation
3 Law 1 Law 1 Law 2
4 Vet.Med. 3 Vet. Med. 3 Vet.Med. 4 (A & B blocks)
5 Law 2 Vet. Med. 4 Vet. Med. 4
6 Law 3 Law 3
CE-PS Serves Many Purposes
TUCKED AWAY in a corner of the 
University of Illinois’ Veterinary 
Medicine Basic Sciences Building is 
a department known as CE-PS/Ex- 
tension.
Though small in terms of person­
nel, this department has a big role 
in the university’s College of Veteri­
naiy Medicine, serving agricultural 
extension advisers; private veteri­
narians; beef, dairy, sheep, and
_ . _ _. , . . . .  . swine producers; and horse and petDr. LeRoy Biehl, coordinator of , .., ,
Continuing Education-Public owners by informing them of trends
Service at the college. in animal health care.
The acronym CE-PS (pronounced 
“seps”) stands for Continuing Education - Public Service. Six of the depart­
ment’s 10 member staff are extension veterinarians who “spend more time 
on the telephone than anything else,” according to CE-PS/Extension Coor­
dinator Dr. LeRoy Biehl. “And the phone bills prove it,” he adds.
These extension veterinarians responded to more than 1200 telephone 
calls last year. More than half of those calls were from private practitioners 
and more than 300 were from animal owners. But CE-PS also provides a lot 
of information for industry (primarily drug and feed companies), extension 
advisers, the media, and other veterinary schools. Calls have come from 96 
counties in Illinois and across the country.
“We act as resource people, providing phone consultation,” Dr. Biehl 
explains. Subjects of phone inquiries range from requests for updates on dog 
heartworm statistics to recommendations for drug withdrawal times in 
livestock. One or more extension veterinarians specialize in each of the 
following areas: small animal, swine, dairy, equine, and sheep.
Extension veterinarians are often able to answer questions directly from
memory or extensive files. But sometimes they must consult with other 
university specialists or check the college’s library in order to call the person 
back with information they requested. The extension veterinarians may not 
have certain answers on the tips of their tongues but they usually know 
where to find information. Often, several calls are necessaiy to solve a 
problem or complete a response.
Some of the more unusual cases UI extension veterinarians have handled 
include:
✓  A puzzling winter-time sudden death problem in which necropsies of the 
cows showed nothing. Inquiry revealed that all the cows had been found next 
to a tractor. A block heater on the diesel tractor had a short in it and the cows 
were electrocuted trying to stay warm by standing against the tractor. The 
extension veterinarian was able to make the association because of personal 
ownership of diesel cars.
✓  A farm visit (for another purpose) during which the veterinarian noticed 
the ground for the lightning rod system was also being used by the electrical 
system. The veterinarian let the owners know that that arrangement would 
send a surge through the entire electrical system when lightning struck. 
They said that must have been what happened that summer when their son 
was working in the dairy parlor and he and all the cows, which were hooked 
up to milking machines, were “knocked down” during a severe lightning 
storm. Predictably, separate ground rods were installed immediately!
✓  A call from an advertising agency that was working on a pet food account 
asking if it is really true that a cat will sit and look out a window.
In addition to telephone consultation services, CE-PS/Extension offers 
continuing education programs for private practitioners equaling around 
200 credit hours per year. An annual Fall Conference and numerous work­
shops and seminars address a wide variety of veterinaiy topics which permit 
veterinarians to stay up to date in their rapidly growing and changing field.
The CE-PS office is located at 2938 Veterinary Medicine Basic Sciences 
Building, 2001 S. Lincoln Avenue, Urbana, Illinois. ■
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Growth in Llama 
Popularity Increases 
Veterinary Care
by Rena M. Leake
In love with llamas. That describes the current growth in popularity 
of llamas as pets and herd animals 
in the United States. And that means 
a need for growing attention in the 
veterinary community as well.
Once used only as pack animals 
in the high mountains of their na­
tive South America, llamas are 
known for their docile nature.
Dr. Amy Morkoc, a veterinarian 
who is serving a residency at the UI 
College of Veterinary Medicine, 
worked with some llamas recently. 
She attributes the growing popu­
larity of llamas in the U.S. to the 
fact that “they are aesthetically 
pleasing to look at, with their large 
eyes and soft hair, although the 
wool is not as valuable as that of 
alpacas due partially to the pres­
ence of coarse guard hairs.”
She says that veterinary students 
find llamas easy to work with and 
enjoy them for that reason. “And 
more people like to own unusual 
animals now than they used to,” 
she adds.
Llamas seem to be a fad of the 
wealthy. An adult male llama can 
range from $1,000 to $10,000 and 
a pregnant female could sell for 
$20,000 to $100,000. A newborn 
male might be purchased for $800 
while a newborn female might be 
worth $6,000 to $10,000.
Lyle Shambrook, a llama owner 
and trader and a client of the Uni­
versity of Illinois’ Large Animal 
Clinic, agrees that prospective
buyers can count on a female cost­
ing 10 times as much as a male.
Most of the llamas in this country 
are show animals according to Dr. 
Chris Ashworth, a teaching associ­
ate at the college’s Large Animal 
Clinic. But in the southwest, some 
are being used as pack animals 
through the canyons. They can’t be 
ridden, however, due to their ten­
dency to lie down if overloaded.
Despite their relatively calm dis­
position, llamas are known to spit 
when frightened or angered and 
males may fight by biting. Kicking 
can also be a problem.
They are ruminants but have only 
a three-compartment stomach. Ac-
An adult male 
llama can range from 
$1,000 to $10,000 
and a pregnant 
female could sell for 
$20,000 to $100,000.
cording to Dr. Ashworth, none of 
these compartments correlates with 
any of the four compartments of a 
cow’s stomach. “Llamas eat pre­
dominantly forage, since they are 
ruminants,” he explains. But grain 
supplementation may be needed
Fourth year 
veterinary 
student Joseph 
Musielak poses 
with a baby 
llama during its 
recent stay at 
the UI Large 
Animal Clinic.
during periods of 
increased energy 
demands such as 
in growing young 
animals and 
working pack ani­
mals, and during 
pregnancy and 
nursing.
With the grow­
ing number of lla­
mas in the U.S., 
more private 
practitioners may 
be asked to treat 
these animals.
Dr. Ashworth 
claims that practitioners currently 
often refer llamas to the Univer­
sity’s Veterinary Medicine Teach­
ing Hospital because veterinarians 
there have had experience with the 
species and because of the value of 
the animals. “We see at least one 
llama a month,” Dr. Ashworth says.
The llama is a fairly hardy animal 
and few common health problems 
have been noted at the clinic, ac­
cording to Dr. Ashworth. “They do 
get colic like a horse,” he says. 
“Heat stress, especially in the South, 
is a big problem and tetanus can be 
common.” He states that llamas 
should be vaccinated for clostridial 
enterotoxemia, tetanus, and lepto­
spirosis but not for anthrax. Lla­
mas have a reaction to the anthrax 
vaccine that could be fatal.
Dr. Ashworth also warns, “Vet­
erinarians should be careful not to
overestimate the animal’s body 
weight when determining medica­
tion dosages. Their thick hair makes 
it hard to judge the weight, making 
the animal seem much larger than 
it really is.”
Another problem that llamas 
present for veterinarians is diffi­
culty in drawing blood. The jugular 
vein is hidden deeply under the 
thick skin of the neck. This may be 
an evolutionary trait due to the fact 
that males bite the neck during 
fighting.
“A lot of people are jumping into 
llama breeding as an investment,” 
Dr. Morkoc notes. That means more 
llama owners in the future...and 
thus a need for veterinarians to 
become more familiar with the 
behavior and care of this fascinat­
ing animal. ■
Poison Plant Garden for Educational 
Purposes Established at Veterinary College
by Tania Banak
W orried about the plants your animal might chew on? Not sure which ones could cause problems? 
Paula Bratich, a third year veterinary student at the 
University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine at 
Urbana, hopes to appease people’s concerns by estab­
lishing a Poisonous Plant Garden.
While working as a poison technician with the Illinois 
Animal Poison Information Center (LAPIC) at the college, 
Bratich became aware of the public’s concern with 
identifying indoor, garden and wild plants which could 
cause problems in their companion animals or live­
stock.
"If people have a chance to see what many of these 
plants look like, they could keep their animals away 
from them, or at least pinpoint the source of poisonings 
in time to start appropriate treatment,” she says. Hav­
ing heard of “poisonous plant gardens” at a few other 
campuses, she felt a similar educational tool should be 
available at the University of Illinois.
Officials at the veterinary college agreed. Dean Rich­
ard E. Dierks and veterinary biosciences department 
head Dr. William Wagner came up with funds to hire 
Bratich as planner and curator of the “University of 
Illinois Poisonous Plant Garden”. Dr. Val Beasley, co­
director of LAPIC, agreed to serve as the project’s faculty 
adviser.
Working with horticulturist Dr. David Williams, who 
oversees the UI’s Trial Garden, Bratich has her hands 
full siting and preparing the plot and planning its 
contents. She admits she’s already learned a lot.
“Dr. Williams has been extremely helpful in working 
out how to label the plants and what information to 
include,” she says. “He has also offered to cultivate the 
plot and to provide some of the plants.”
The garden will take up a 1/4 to 1/2 acre of land 
northwest of the college’s Veterinary Medicine Basic 
Sciences Building. Plants will include trees, shrubs, 
garden flowers, crops, and weeds: some plants, such as 
the tomato, may come as a surprise but are toxic under
Worried about the plants your 
animal might chew on?
certain conditions. Bratich will place small placards of 
information at each plant, enabling visitors to learn the 
plant’s Latin and common name as well as its poisonous 
qualities and effects.
Fundraising is a concern. Bratich wants the garden 
to become self-supporting after her initial start-up 
efforts. She is soliciting pet, livestock and equine or­
ganizations as well as human hospitals, any group that 
might find the garden especially useful.
The garden is scheduled for completion by next 
summer. “Once it’s completed, the garden will serve as 
an educational tool for veterinary and medical profes­
sionals, 4-H groups, class field trips, and the general 
public,” Bratich notes. ■
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Alumni Notes
■ Dr. Robert Pensinger, 1960, 
Santa Cruz, California, was 
named Outstanding Practitioner 
for the Far West Region of the 
American Animal Hospital 
Association earlier this year.
■  Dr. Uma K. Sharma, MS 1964, 
now serves as professor and head 
of the Department of Pathology, 
College of Veterinary Sciences, 
G.B. Pant University of Agricul­
ture & Technology, Pantnagar, 
India.
■ Dr. Lloyd Shaw. 1969, was 
featured in a recent Chicago 
Tribune article. He performed a 
cesarean on a deer that had been 
injured by a hit-and-run driver in 
Barrington Hills, 111. Dr. Shaw, 
who practices in Woodstock, 111., 
was able to save the fawn. The 
doe, which had shattered front 
legs and internal injuries, didn’t 
make it. The fawn is being raised 
for release into the wild at the 
McHenry County Wildlife Reha­
bilitation Center.
■ Dr. Sohan Prasad Saxena, PhD
1970, has served as professor of 
microbiology and principal of the 
Nursing Trainee School, CHRI, 
Gwalior, India since 1984.
■ Dr. Amresh Kumar. PhD 1973, 
is currently professor and head of 
the Department of Surgery and 
Radiology at the College of 
Veterinary Sciences, G.B. Pant 
University of Agriculture & 
Technology, Pantnagar, India.
■ Dr. Wayne DeYoung. 1975, 
Manhattan, 111., is currently 
employed as a commodity trading 
advisor, “helping farmers be more 
profitable so they can better pay 
their veterinary bills”. He deals in 
hogs, com, soybeans, wheat and 
soybean meal. He also runs a hog 
farming operation.
■  Dr. Greg Weech, 1978, has 
opened a satellite clinic in 
Monmouth, 111. He has owned 
the Galesburg Small Animal 
Clinic since 1982.
■  Correction: Guess Yates and 
Tate are similar enough that our 
sharp editorial eye missed the fact 
that Dr. Ann Yates was featured 
in the Cat Fancy story, not Dr. 
Tate. She is indeed UI ’81 grad 
Dr. Ann Tate, but by a different 
surname. Sorry for any confusion!
■ Dr. Pedro Aso, PhD in veteri­
nary pathobiology in 1985, has 
accepted a position as Director of 
the Division of Biological Science 
at the Simon Bolivar University, 
Venezuela, S. America. The 
position is equivalent to Dean at 
U.S. veterinary colleges.
■ Dr. Michelle Henry. 1985, 
received the second prize 
Beecham Award for her research 
abstract from the American 
College of Internal Medicine at 
their general meeting May 26 in 
San Diego, California. She is in a 
combined residency/PhD pro­
gram at the University of Georgia.
■  Dr. Karen Swalec, 1985, com­
pleted her small animal surgery
residency and her Master’s degree 
at The Ohio State University.
After taking time off to tour the 
West, she started as a clinical 
instructor in soft tissue surgery 
at the University of Georgia.
■  Dr. Alex Bermudez, 1986, has 
taken a position as poultry 
extension veterinarian at The 
Ohio State University. He was 
formerly at the University of 
Connecticut, Storrs.
■ Dr. Cheryl (Helsing) Whitacre,
1986, is the new owner and chief 
veterinarian of the Eldorado 
Animal Hospital, 1612 E.
Eldorado St. Decatur, Illinois.
In Memoriam
Louann J. Rocke, 47, of Elgin 
died July 2 after an auto 
accident. Surviving are her 
husband Dr. Ronald G. Rocke,
a 1962 Illinois graduate; two 
daughters and a son.
■  The Class of 1952 held their 37th reunion at Bob Whalen’s Beech Tree 
Emporium on June 3 and 4. Bob has 24 of the known 27 varieties of 
Beech trees and hopes to gather the last three when he visits Ireland.
Drs. Loyd Boley and Erwin Small were guests of the class. In atten­
dance were Robert and Carol Baker, Erie, 111.: Bob and Myrie Butzow, 
Shreveport, Louisiana; George and Barbara Fehrenbacher, Wyoming,
111.; Dick and Yvonne Fink. Whittier. Calif.; Nancy Hendren (Paul), 
Carthage, 111.; Bob and LaVonne Latham. Erie, 111.; Cliff and Betty 
Loomis, Ottawa, 111.; Earl and Nola Lutz, Bloomington, 111.; Ed and 
Martha Murphy. Lewistown, 111.; Mildred Patterson (Harold), Elmwood, 
111.; George and Shirley Scott, Westchester, Penn.: Bill and Anne 
Specht, Milledgeville, 111.: Oliver (Smokey) Stowe, Greenville, 111.; and 
Bob and Beverly Whalen, LaSalle, 111.
The many stories that were told were historic and would make excellent 
material for the Tonight Show.
■ Drs. Loyd Boley and Erwin Small joined the Class of 1960 at their 
annual reunion. In Dr. Small’s words, “The activities were held at Dave 
and Louise Rash’s plush estate in Geneseo. In attendance at this ex­
travaganza were Kermit and Charlotte Frailey, Chrisman; Mel and 
Marjorie Geiger, Springfield; Harold and Elizabeth James. Anna; Nelly 
Lee, West Chicago; Ray and Gloria Matthews, East Alton: Don and 
Roberta Reeder, Galesburg; Harley and Joyce Schnowske, Cambridge; 
Virden and Lee Trotter, Canton; and Byford and Ruth Wood, Breese. 
An excellent lunch was provided which included steak and all the trim­
mings. We also were granted a tour of the Rash Hospital and Clinic — a 
most impressive facility with appropriate equipment. It is time for the rest 
of the 1960 Class to join your classmates at Don Reeder’s in Galesburg in 
1990.”
Levine, Retirees Honored at May 15 Banquet
THE OCCASION was Dr. Norm Lev­
ine receiving an honorary Doctor of 
Science degree from the University 
of Illinois at commencement on May 
21, 1989. He was one of five indi­
viduals honored during the com­
mencement ceremonies, the first 
member of the College faculty to 
receive this honor. The College of 
Veterinary Medicine, wanting to 
recognize its professor emeritus, 
scheduled a recognition banquet 
for May 15th.
Dean Richard Dierks chose to 
make the event an occasion to rec­
ognize and pay tribute to all the 
retirees, both academic and nonac­
ademic, who have helped mold the 
College into the outstanding insti­
tution it is today.
They showed up in force. Of the 
thirty-four retirees present at the
banquet, an impressive 995 years 
of service was represented.
Following an exquisite buffet 
dinner concocted by Jumer’s chefs, 
Dean Dierks opened the festivities 
by introducing a historical slide set 
about the college.
Dr. Ken Todd recognized the ac­
complishments of Dr. Levine, who 
is an international expert on ani­
mal parasites, especially coccidia. 
During his remarkable career, Dr. 
Levine has authored or edited more 
than 14 books and written over 500 
articles, papers and book chapters 
on parasitology. He headed the col­
lege’s parasitology division from its 
inception in 1946 until his retire­
ment in 1983. Even in retirement, 
he maintains a daily schedule at 
the college, carries out research, 
and writes scientific publications.
Dr. Erwin Small addressed the 
group with typical Illini spirit and 
recognized each retiree in atten­
dance. Dr. Loyd Boley responded 
on behalf of the retirees, recalling 
some of the events of the past. 
Everyone in attendance received an 
Illini lapel pin as a memento.
Afterwards, retirees mingled with 
old friends and faculty in atten­
dance. It was a proud moment to 
see so many significant college fac­
ulty and staff together once again. ■
Top: Dr. Norm Levine (right) and his wife Helen (left) during the Retiree Recognition 
Banquet on May 15th. Bottom: Numerous retirees as well as college faculty 
attended the event. (From left to right) Virginia Ivens, George Woods, Doris 
Richards, Helen Woods, and Ken Todd.
College Briefs
•  Dr. Robert A. Twardock, professor 
of veterinary biosciences, was named 
acting dean of the college, effective 
August 1st.
•  Dr. Linda Homco, a radiology 
resident, and Dr. Thurman 
Hornbuckle II, a theriogenology 
resident, both of veterinary clinical 
medicine, recently received Outstand- 
ing Clinician Awards for their support 
and encouragement of the Parkland 
Veterinary Technician program. 
Plaques honoring the awardees were 
presented by president of the 
Parkland Vet Tech Club, Dee Kroner. 
The recipients were selected by vote 
of second-year Parkland veterinary 
technician students, who receive 
practical training at the veterinary 
college. This is the first year these 
awards have been presented.
► Drs. Gordon Baker, veterinary 
clinical medicine, Jonathan 
Foreman, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, and Ron Smith, veterinary 
pathobiology, were among 74 profes­
sors at the University of Illinois to 
receive Apple “Seedling” grants. In 
this program, computers are 
“planted” among faculty in an effort 
to germinate new educational 
software or new applications of 
existing software. Forty different 
projects campuswide were funded via 
this Apple Corporation grant and 
dollar-for-dollar matching funds from 
the university. The veterinary trio had 
proposed developing a computerized 
version of the veterinary clinical 
competency test.
•  Dr. Tom Burke, associate profes­
sor of veterinary clinical medicine, 
accepted a 12-day-old Siberian tiger 
as a patient on May 3, 1989. The 
youngster from the Indianapolis Zoo, 
who had been vomiting since birth, 
was diagnosed as having a congenital 
pyloric stenosis. Dr. Cynthia 
Berardi, a resident in veterinary 
clinical medicine, performed surgery, 
and the cub was returned to the zoo 
for aftercare under the supervision of 
zoo veterinarian Dr. Roberta Wallace.
A few days later, Dr. Brendan 
McKiernan, associate professor of 
veterinary clinical medicine and chief 
of small small animal medicine, 
accepted a second Siberian tiger 
patient from the Indianapolis Zoo, 
this one an adult male. He and 
consulting faculty at the college 
diagnosed lymphoma in this tiger.
Anesthesiologists, radiologists, and 
clinical pathologists were instrumen­
tal in the timely diagnosis and 
treatment of these two cases.
•  Dr. John 
Thurmon,
professor of 
veterinary 
clinical medicine, 
was invited to 
Tokyo, Japan 
between May 4- 
12 to address the 
Annual Meeting of the Japanese 
Society of Veterinary Anesthesia and 
Surgery. He gave talks on “Funda­
mental and Clinical Aspects of 
Isoflurane and on “Recent Progress 
in Injectable Anesthesia.”
Dr. Thurmon also consulted with 
Dainippon Pharmaceutical Co. in 
Osaka and visited the Japan Racing 
Association’s Ritto Training Centre, 
where over two thousand racehorses 
are stationed for training. While at 
the Centre, he led a group of veteri­
narians in workshops on “isoflurane 
anesthesia in the horse” and on 
injectable anesthesia with xylazine 
and butorphanol in horses”. He then 
lectured on the “Present Status of 
Equine Anesthesia in the U.S.A.”
•  Dr. Ibulaimu Kakoma, assistant 
professor of veterinaiy pathobiology,
and Professor Stephen Ssenyonga,
| Visiting Fulbright Scholar at the 
college and Dean of the Veterinary 
Faculty at Makerere University, 
Uganda, chaired discussion sessions 
[ at the Second All-African Student 
Conference at Wartburg College, 
Waverly, Iowa from June 2-4, 1989.
The conference theme was “African 
leadership towards the 21st century” 
and included agricultural, health and 
political discussions. Dr. Kakoma’s 
and Prof. Ssenyonga’s sessions dealt 
primarily with leadership in agricul­
ture and veterinaiy medicine fields.
Biehl and Dr. Andy Dahlem. pre­
sented poster sessions.
Attendance at the conference is by 
invitation only. Scientists from 
around the world gather to exchange 
information more rapidly than would 
otherwise be possible. The goal is to 
provoke productive research in areas 
of current interest.
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•  Dr. Alan Parker, professor of 
veterinaiy clinical medicine, visited 
the National Unit of Veterinary 
Continuing Education at the Univer­
sity of London Royal Veterinary 
College, United Kingdom, from June 
15-20. He was investigating the 
possibility of using their system of 
satellite continuing education trans­
missions in the U.S. as well.
The system broadcasts veterinary 
continuing education courses via 
satellite, permitting veterinarians to 
unscramble the transmission and 
record it on their home VCR unit. To 
obtain the programs, participants 
must pay a monthly fee.
I Dr. Howard Whitmore, professor 
of veterinaiy clinical medicine and 
chief of food animal medicine, pre­
sented two papers and taught a 
laboratory short-course on dairy 
cattle reproduction at the 17th 
Jomadas — Buiatric Congress in 
Paysandu, Uruguay, South America 
from June 16-19. The papers were 
entitled, “Comprehensive Herd Health 
Programs for Dairy Cattle” and 
“Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Postpartum Disease in Dairy Cattle”.
•  Four faculty and graduate students 
were invited to present papers or 
poster sessions at the international 
Gordon Research Conference at 
Plymouth State College, North 
Plymouth, New Hampshire from June 
24-30. The theme of the conference 
was “Mycotoxins and Phycotoxins in 
Human and Animal Health”.
Dr. Val Beasley, assistant profes­
sor of veterinary biosciences and 
associate director of the Illinois 
Animal Poison Information Center, 
presented a paper entitled, “Whole 
Animal and Hepatocellular Toxicology 
of Cyanobacterial Cyclic Peptide 
Hepatotoxins”. Dr. Wanda Haschek- 
Hock, associate professor of veteri­
nary pathobiology, as well as toxicol­
ogy graduate students Dr. Mike
World Association of Veterinary 
Laboratory Diagnosticians, held June 
26-29 in Guelph, Ontario, Canada. 
The title of his presentation was “The 
National Animal Poison Information 
Network: Veterinaiy Medicine’s New 
Dimension in Human-Animal 
Service”.
•  Dr. William C. 
Wagner, head of 
veterinary 
biosciences, was 
a keynote 
speaker at the 
Brazilian Con­
gress of Animal 
Reproduction, 
held in Belo Horizonte, Brazil from 
July 10-14. He addressed the group 
on the “Physiology of the Cow at Par­
turition”.
While in Brazil, Dr. Wagner gave a 
three-day livestock reproduction 
short course for veterinarians at the 
veterinaiy school at the Federal 
University of Minas Gerais in Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil. Afterwards, he 
visited farms, ranches, and artificial 
insemination centers in the area.
Dr. Wagner also visited the Beef 
Research Center of the Brazilian 
governmental organization known as 
EMBRAPA. He discussed cooperative 
exchange programs with officials 
there.
•  The Integrated Food Animal 
Management Systems (IFAMS) 
program has three new participants. 
Beginning the program in July were 
Dr. David James, Auburn ’81, who 
had been practicing at the Logan 
County Animal Clinic, Russellville, 
Kentucky; Dr. Doug Kern, Minnesota 
’87, who had been employed as a 
swine herd health veterinarian/ 
consultant at the Lena Veterinaiy 
Clinic, Lena, 111.; and Dr. Bob Th­
ompson, Iowa State ’68, who had 
been a veterinarian at the Osceola 
Veterinaiy Hospital, Osceola, Ne­
braska, for the last 15 years.
•  Dr. William B. Buck, professor of 
veterinary biosciences and director of 
the Illinois Animal Poison Information 
Center, presented a paper during the 
5th International Symposium of the
•  Dr. Gary Iwamoto, assistant 
professor of veterinary biosciences, 
along with his associates. Dr. Tony 
Waldorp and Robert Bauer, both of 
the School of Life Sciences, were 
invited to present two papers during 
the Cardiorespiratory and Motor 
Coordination Satellite Symposium, 
held in conjunction with the 31st 
International Congress of the 
International Union of Physiological 
Sciences. Between July 15-17th, the 
three were in Espoo, Finland (near 
Helsinki) for the Satellite Symposiun 
As a team, they presented papers 
on “Brain Stem Mechanisms Involvei 
in Reflex Cardiovascular Responses 
Muscular Contraction” and “Hypoth; 
lamic Modulation of Cardiovascular 
Respiratory and Locomotor Activity”. 
Dr. Iwamoto was asked to chair the 
session as well.
•  During the AVMA Convention, on 
July 16, Dr. LeRoy Biehl, CE-PS 
coordinator, received a plaque from 
fellow Extension veterinarians in 
appreciation of his outstanding and 
dedicated service to the American 
Association of Extension 
Veterinarians.
•  Dr. Val Beasley, assistant profes­
sor of veterinaiy biosciences and 
associate director of the Illinois 
Animal Poison Information Center, 
was invited to address participants ii 
the International Symposium on 
Poisonous Plants in Logan, Utah on 
July 23-29. His presentation was 
titled “Mechanisms and Structure/ 
Activity Relationships of Cyano­
bacterial Cyclic Peptide 
Hepatotoxins”.
•  Katherine 
Galasyn-Wrigl
an artist at tht 
college, was 
recently notifie 
that she had 
won third plao 
for design 
excellence in a 
national competition. She had en­
tered the brochure, “The College of 
Veterinaiy Medicine”, in the 1989 
Health Sciences Communication 
Association (HeSCA) Media Festival. 
Her brochure design was chosen for 
the Ralston Purina Excellence in Vel 
erinaiy Medicine award by her peers 
during the HeSCA annual meeting. 
She received a plaque, plus her de­
partment received $200.
•  The Illinois Capitol Kennel Club
Inc., Springfield, 111., donated a vide 
monitor to the college in memoiy of 
Dr. Virgil Tiedeman, who believed in 
the need for continuing education. 
The monitor is currently used 
primarily for teaching client relation 
classes.
•  Dr. Irene Munsiff. teaching asso< 
ate in veterinaiy biosciences, recent 
received the Hoechst-Roussel Agri-V 
Co. Graduate Student Travel Awar 
The $750 award is presented to sele 
graduate students in veterinaiy 
pharmacology to support their travel 
to scientific meetings to present 
research findings. Awardees are 
selected nationally by the council of 
the American Academy of Veterinary 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics.
•  Dr. Robert Twardock, professor i 
nuclear medicine, was in Brecken- 
ridge, Colorado August 16-19 to cha 
the Society of Veterinary Nuclear 
Medicine’s annual meeting. The 
meeting, as well as a half-day 
symposium on veterinary nuclear 
medicine, was held in conjunction 
with the American College of 
Veterinaiy Radiology meeting. Other; 
in attendance included Dr. Linda 
Homco, radiology, and Dr. Mike 
Muhlbauer. nuclear medicine.
